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SUBJECT: 
) , Johnny 

1~ In August 1960, Mr. Richard M. Bissell 
approached Colonel Sheffield Edwards to determine if 
the Office of Security had assets that may assist in a 
sensitive mission requiring gangster-type action. The 
mission target was Fidel Castro. 

2. Because of its extreme sensitivity, only a 
small group vas made privy to the project. The DCI was 
briefed and gave his approval. Colonel J.C. King, 
Chief, WH Division, was briefed, but all details were 
deliberately concealed from any of the JMWAVE officials. 
Certain TSO and Communications personnel participated 
in the initial planning stages, but were not witting of 
the purpose of the mission. 

3. Robert A. Maheu, a cleared source of the 
Office of Security, _was contacted, briefed generally on 
the project, and requested to ascertain if he could 
develop an entree into the gangster elements as the first 
step toward accomplishing the desired goal. 

4. Mr. Maheu advised that he had met one Johnny 
Roselli on several oc~asions while visiting Las Vegas. 
He only knew him casually through clients, but was given 
to understand that he was a high-ranking member of the 

? "syndicate" and controlled all of the ice-making machines 
_on the Strip. Maheu reasoned that, if Roselli was in 

1 r fact a member of the clan, he undoubtedly had connections 
leading into the Cuban gambling interests. 

S. Maheu was asked to approach Roselli, who knew 
Maheu as a personal relations executive handling domestic 
and foreign accounts, and tell him that he had recently 
been retained by a client who represented several inter­
national business firms which were suffering heavy financial 
losses in Cuba as a result of Castro's action. They were 
convinced that Castro's removal was the answer to their 
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problem and were willing to pay a price of $150,000 
-, /or its successful accomplishment. It was to be made 
• clear to Roselli that the United States Government was 

not, and should not, beiome aware of this operation. 

6~ The pitch was made to Roselli on 14 
September 1960 at the Hilton Plaza Hotel, New York City. 
Mr. James O'Connell, Office of Security, was present 
during this meeting and ~as identified to Roselli as an 
employee of Maheu. O'Connell actively served as Roselli's 
contact until May 1962 at which time he phased out due 
to an overseas assignment. His initial reaction was to 
avoid getting involved, but through Maheu's persuasion, 
he agreed to introduce him to a friend, Sam Gold, who 
knew the "Cuban crowd." Roselli made it clear he did 
not want any money for his part and believed Sam would 
feel the same way. Neither of these individuals were 
ever paid out of Agency funds. 

7. During the week of 25 September, Maheu was 
introduced to Sam who was staying at the Fontainebleau 
Hotel, Miami Beach. It was several weeks ·after his 
meeting with Sam and Joe, who was identified to him as 
a courier operating between Havana and Miami, that he 
saw photographs of both of these individuals in the 
Sunday supplemental "Parade." They were identified as 
Momo Salvatore~Giancana and Santos Trafficant, respectively. 
Both were on the list of the Attorney General's ten most­
wanted men. The former was described as the Chicago 
chieftain of the Cosa Nostra and successor to Al Capone, 
and the latter, the Cosa Nostra boss of Cuban operations. 

) f,iaheu called this office immediately upon ascertaining 
this information. 

8. In discussing the possible methods of 
accomplishing this mission, Sam suggested that they not 
resort to firearms but, if he could be furnished some 
type of potent pill, that could be placed in Castro's food 
or drink, it would be a much more effective operation. 
Sam indicated that he had a prospective nominee in the 
person of Juan Orta, a Cuban official who had been receiving 
kick-back payments from the gambling interests, who still had 
access to Castro, and was in a financial bind. 
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9. TSO was requested to produce six pills of 
high lethal content. -., r 

10. Joe delivered the pills to Orta. After 
several weeks of reported attempts, Orta·apparently got 
cold feet ·and asked out of the assignment. He suggested 
another candidate who made several attempts without 
success. 

11. Joe then indicated that Dr. Anthony Verona, 
one of the principal officers in the Cuban Exile Junta, had 
become disaffected with the apparent ineffectual progress 
of the Junta and was willing to handle the mission through 
his own resources. 

12. He asked, as a prerequisite to the deal, that 
he be given $10,000 for organizational expenses and requested 
$1,000 worth of communications equipment. 

13. Dr. Verona's potential was never fully 
exploited, as the project was canceled shortly after the 
Bay of Pigs episode. Verona was advised that the offer 
was withdrawn, and the pills were retrieved. 

14. Of significant interest was an incident 
which involved a request levied by Sam upon Maheu. 

At the height of the project negotiations, 
Sam expressed concern about his girlfriend, 
Phyllis McGuire, who he learned was getting 
much attention from Dan Rowan while both were 
booked at a Las Vegas night club. Sam asked 
Maheu to put a bug in Rowan's room to deter­
mine the extent of his intimacy with Miss 
McGuire. The technician involved in the assign­
ment was discovered in the process, arrested, 
and taken to the Sheriff's office for questioning. 
He called Maheu and informed him that he had 
been detained by the police. This call was made 
in the presence of the Sheriff's personnel .. 

Subsequently, .the Department of Justice 
announced its intention to prosecute Maheu along 
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with the technician. On 7 February 1962, 
the Director of Security briefed the Attorney 
General, Robert Kennedy, on the circumstances 
leading up to Maheu's involvement in the 
wiretap. At our request, prosecution was 
dropped. 

15. In May 1962, Mr. William Harvey took over 
as Case Officer, and it is not known by this office 
whether Roselli was used operationally from that point on. 

16. It was subsequently learned from the FBI 
that Roselli had been convicted on six counts involving 
illegal entry into the United States. Our records do not 
reflect the date of conviction, but it is believed to 
have been sometime during November 1967. 

17. On 2 December 1968, Roselli, along with 
four other individuals, was convicted of conspiracy to 
cheat members of the Friars Club of $400,000 in a rigged 
gin rummy game. 

18. Mr. Harvey reported to the Office of Security 
of his contacts with Roselli during November and December 
1967 and January 1968. It was his belief that Johnny 
would not seek out the Agency for assistance in the deporta­
tion proceedings unless he actually faced deportation. 
Roselli expressed confidence that he would win an appeal. 

19. On 17 November 1970, Maheu called James 
O'Connell, Roselli's first Case Officer, to advise that 

> ijaheu's attorney, Ed Morgan, had received a call from a 
fhomas Waddin, Roselli's lawyer, who stated that all 
avenues of appeal had been exhausted, and his client now 
faces deportati-0n. Waddin indicated that, if someone did 
not intercede on Roselli's behal.f, he would make a complete 
expose of his activities with the Agency. 

20. On 18 November 1970, Mr. Helms was briefed 
on the latest development in this case, and it was decided 
that the Agency would not in any way assist Roselli. Maheu 
was so advised of the Agency's position, and he was in 
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complete agreement with our stand. He further advised 
"1 · , that he was not concerned about any publicity as it 

affected him personally should Roselli decide to tell 
all. 

21. Subsequently, Roselli or someone on his 
behalf furnished Jack Anderson details of the operation. 
Attached are two Anderson columns dealing with this 
matter. 

22. The last known residence of Roselli was the 
Federal Penitentiary in Seattle, Washington. 

Attachments 
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6 Auenipts to J{ill Castr9 .Cafrl to CIA 
B_,. )itt·k A 11 d,,rsQ1' :or i.i-!ore tht> moiiey in\·.1d- iale a;a:::s: !':-eside:H • ":.-. 1:"m;i:e1~ wi1l1 ~cr:t :ry~:a at 

l eu ~nded on the is'!.1nd. Their 
I 
nedy. • '. :m:eri::11; )ifami s~ach ?lot els· ! Loeked !n the thrke!l re-; ::irri\·at w2s ex;,ected to touch! To set Uj) I !le Culro a>: '. ;i- '. and =i id a i i h t iX>""t-:-boat . 

: 1.--esus of the ~er.tr3I tn,~m-; nr: a genc-:-al uprising. which l nation. the C[A er.listed t-, >: rlashn :o ~c:-el la:idlnJt .a;:,ou · 
!;~nee • .\1-er.cy !!' the story or:lhe Cc:r.m'.!nisl militia wou:d'.ert M:i~t!U, a former- :",'l:on t.::~ C:i~1:, e.,ast. o~ce. R~. 
:1;:x a;~.1s;lnl,:on :ittem:,ts • ~a-·e !lad mc,re tP1Ju!J'e i>ut•i!IJ: ager.t W!th shadowy conta,·, 1.-~i!i'J ~o.it ·..-:-a.s shot out ~o::1 . 
; :l"a!r.st Ci.;!)a·s :"i•.!el Cutro. ! •· • . • . . • • ' . ·• •. • who bd r.andll'd otber unc!·, : un:!er hirr.. 
! c-?'or tn yu~. o:1iy a !ew key jdo-.vn w!thout lhe chansmauc:cover aSSilm-::ents for the CJ\ For t~e fint t:y, the CI,\.;: 
I peo;,le hne :t:iown i:te terrl-°Casl.-o to lead them. ! out of his Washington publi, , 'ar:iis:ted Roselli ·xit!i s.i:~-.:i.ll: ~ 
I ':l!e see~t. T!:ey. have sworn I .~ter· .. the first attempt j reialions oUice: He later •,1isoo ca?sulu to sU;, intO:: ~. 
; ne\·e.r to t:ilk. '\ et . "Ne have-i failed. five more assas.;ination i n:o,·~d. to _Las \' egas to hea~ \ ·ast:-o's Cood. T!te poisoa wa., 
:Jear::ed the rle13ib fromi : . , . : up b:llionam~ Howard Hughes •· 'ri><>~d to blce t?iree .~ays to 
!soc.reej w~~cse credentials are!leams 11;ere sent .oCu!>a. fhe;~~vadloperations. '.,·. Sy t~e t!me Castrn rlied 
;~yoad ~ueition. :1.1.;t le3:n· reportedfy D3de ;t; :',Jaheu ,e<::--.Jited John Ro-:~-.. s:~·3tem ".1o·outd ::t:-0 .,.. oi! a.1i 
j We spoke to John )lcCone.'.to a rooftop within shooting: :;ell! a rug.{~ly handsome; t: , '!S of :he poison. so he 
, ,-.ho headed ~he C~A at the I distance of Castro before they '.gam1ler wit!J contacts fn both I"' , ·d a,pear to be the r.di.-n 
:m~e· ol the 33Sassinatlon at• !were apprehended. This hap-:the American and Cuban un-iof 11 -:atuul if mysterioul ail-

ltempts. He acJC:iowledged the!pened around the last of Feb-,derwo:-lris. to arrange the 2S-Jme: \ . 
it!ea had bet?r. discussed Inside•,· ruarj ot'_ firsl of i\farch. 1963. i ,-assin.at1on. -i:he dap;,er, hawk:! !l,·, •'Ii arranged with a 

ithe CU but in.s!sted It had • Nine ·'·months •~:er, P.esl• • raced Roseth, formerly .mar•,C:.:ba, :-t'~ated to one of Cas- • 
l~en "rejected l~medi-!dent Ke:1nedy was gunned::ied to m.:>vle actuss ,JuM=tro's .• ·fi,. to plant the deadly • 
!ate-ly... He \;;;:orously denied!down lo Dallas b,r Lee Han·er!Lang. u-as a power· hi- lhe!pelk:~ - the dictator's food. 
ithat tl:e CIA had ever partici-:o~wal~' a fanatic •·ho pre•:n:ovie :r.~uscry until bis _co!'"!0:1 ~I.: .. , 13. 1961. Roielli de?· . 
i pated in any plot on Castro's: ";ously had agitated (or Css-1 va_ction wnh_ r_aclceteer 'W ilhe j th·er~d • • cipru!u ,I) hb con.' 
p~te. Aslted w::erher the at-:tro in Xew Orleans _aad hadlB•off in~ m1lho':-d0Uar Holly•,tac:l al:· .,."ni l!uch's s:lamor-
i tempts c<>uld ha,;e ~en made I made~ mysterious lrtp to the;wood laoor i1huedown. The!ous Fon .1 :i~hluu llotl'L 
l·.vitb -his k,910•.a.-J~te. he re-:Cuban Embassy la MexkojCI.-\ aHig:ied two of its mostf _.._ cou~ .. ,! -a·ef!6 later just 
; plied: "It .::>uld not hne bap-lcity. . . . . _ . 1 t..-ustt'd opera~ives.___ ~i!!i.!.!11_! about _!::. __ ~.;:u lime r:,; the 

• • ·;penid."~ -- - -- ·---,-~~raong-·:tbo..~ ·pca,,-y·to the:H3n·ey and James iBit JimJ!plot to ... ·· !>t!en urr'td out, 
i We h.1\'e com;>h:te confi••CI.\ c:onspincy, there is s,ill a:O'Co!l.Dell, lo the hush-hus!lla r?pr,, -;:t 9£ Ha•.~~" ~aid 
] .!tnce, ti ow~-.· er, in ou;l n a fl. g i n : sus;,icior.-unsup-; murder mission. Using paony ·,, Cas~-9 . H i!J. 31:~ i:e re­
;,nurces. J r ; ported by the \Vanea Com•; n3mes. n~e:, accompanied Ro- covt:-l'd • ~:ore the: .R3; "f ?!is 
; The plot to knock oll Castro! r.-.:ssion·s findings-that Cas-; x-lli on tri;>s to Miami to line; in\·uion . • \pril 17. ;;.:1. 

l:t>!?3n 11s :>J:-t 1;( the Bay of! tro ~ame aware uf :he U.S. up :h~ assa~sination teams. ; F<'ur r.- .• • a:t~m:,~" we!"r 
: J'iis u~: ,, :un The inlf'l!t ll·a,s: :-•.,t :li>'Jft ti;~ ~;~-- .?!M! .. ,~,._: The Ju:1.~:ory :'t'3ds 1ilr@' lhf' ;:,u!,- c~ . • .-\r.-c>'! ::~ •. 
• hJ "°i::n::-·,:~ ;~e- 1•1.1:iar. dit-ta- • hat\" -.-. :-?.:i!~ O: . .r.3:: ,., • ·••·· , , .,.~ .,; h J.1:nes Sor.ci mo-.it'. ~ .,::. :s-::- ·.· ,:;:• 1~,:r .. :• .• ;¥ 
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